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Tioga High honors 14 graduates 
at Wednesday night ceremony
By DOMINIC MASSIMINO
The Union Democrat

Tioga High School’s 
Class of 2022 — 
14 students whose 
academic lives 

were turned upside down 
by school shutdowns during 
the COVID-19 pandemic — 
turned their tassels in the 
school’s gymnasium Wednes-
day night, celebrating the 
culmination of their years of 
hard work. 

The school’s graduates this 
year were Alaina Ahrens, 
Ethan Arnold, Shayla Ber-
tram, Beaumont Cook, David 
Dowell, Amber Fagundes, 
Alexandra Klebanoff, Katey 
Klein, Nathan Martinez, 
Rosalinda Martinez, Patrick 

Slenders, Dakota Strickler, 
Brooke Williamson and Brian 
Yu.

Students from the Class 
of 2022 plan on attending 
colleges and universities next 
fall including Columbia Col-
lege, College of the Redwoods, 
San Diego Mesa College, 
Merced College, Santa 
Monica Community College 
and Paradise Valley College. 

In her speech to the 
gathered crowd, new Tioga 
High School Principal Ashlee 
Frades congratulated the 
graduating class on their per-
severance through academic 
and social challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
disrupted in-person learning. 

“They have faced more 
uncertainty in these last four 

years than any young person 
should,” Frades said. “They 
have faced the unknown and 
forged their own path while 

facing their own personal 
challenges at home.”

The class valedictorian, 
Brian Yu, has only been at 
Tioga for three years. Accord-
ing to his mother, Angelina 
Yu, he’s working through 
his Associate of Arts (AA) 
degree at Columbia College 
and plans to transfer to a 
four-year university once he 
accomplishes that goal. He 
was joined by fellow early 
graduates Shayla Bertram 
and Brooke Williamson.

“I can’t � nd words,” Ange-
lina Yu said. “We’re just going 
to enjoy one another and 
celebrate Brian tonight.”

Brian Yu’s sarcasm-laden 
speech, which he claimed 
was written the night before 
the ceremony, solicited many 
laughs from the crowd. He 
said he enjoyed reminisc-
ing on his high school years 
while writing the speech. 

“It was pretty fun doing 
it — the process. It made me 
think about a lot of things,” 
he said. “I like to make people 
laugh.”

Senior David Dowell was 
awarded two scholarships 
during the ceremony, both re-
lated to his plans to work in 
education. The scholarships 

Schools 
chief race 
tightens in 
new election 
results
By ALEX MacLEAN
The Union Democrat

New election results released 
Thursday afternoon showed Zack 
Abernathy gaining ground on incum-
bent Cathy Parker in the Tuolumne 
County superintendent of schools 
race, while Sonora City Council can-
didate Suzanne Cruz regained sec-
ond place from Kurt Bryant.

The returns included 3,597 addi-
tional ballots that were counted since 
Tuesday night, boosting the turnout 
from 32% to 42%. County elections 
of� cials say they have about 2,000 
still left to count, plus an unknown 
number that could still arrive in the 
mail Friday and over the weekend.

Debi Bautista, county clerk, au-
ditor-controller and registrar of vot-
ers, said they’ve received more in 
the mail after election day than ever 
before, which has slowed down the 
process of getting the � nal outcomes.

Any ballot received in the mail 
through 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 14, 
will be counted if it’s of� cially post-
marked on or before election day. 
Bautista said they received 950 bal-
lots in the mail on Wednesday and 
880 on Thursday, though she antici-
pates the numbers to shrink by next 
week.

“This is why I say please get your 
ballots in early,” Bautista said. “This 
was also a harder election because of 
the two cards, so everything took two 
times longer.”

The results released Thursday 
showed that Abernathy was trailing 
Parker by 372 votes, when he was 
previously down by 883 votes at the 
end of election night. That means 
many of the additional 3,273 counted 
in the race since Tuesday have gone 
in Abernathy’s favor.

Parker was at 6,895 votes, or 
51.3%, as of Thursday afternoon, 
while Abernathy was at 6,523 votes, 
or 48.5%, a difference of less than 
three percentage points. He was pre-
viously down by nearly nine percent-
age points Tuesday night.

“I’m glad all votes are being count-
ed,” Parker said. “We always knew 
it was going to be a close race. I’m 
proud of my campaign team and the 
positive messaging we kept up the 
entire time.”

Abernathy was excited to see the 
race tightening.

“I don’t know why a lot of the late 
ones coming in are for me, but we 
appreciate it,” Abernathy said on 
Thursday. “I appreciate all the vot-
ers. Everybody who takes part in the 
voting process. Just taking part in 
the process, I applaud that, because 
it affects all of our lives.”

Meanwhile, the results once again 
shifted the leaderboard for the City 
Council race. The top-two vote get-
ters out of the � eld of four candidates 
will each earn a four-year term and 
be sworn in at the council’s � rst 
meeting in July.

Andy Merrill remained the front-
runner with 509 votes, or 29%, while 

Police sergeant resigns amid dispute with neighbor
By GUY McCARTHY
The Union Democrat

A Sonora police sergeant re-
signed in May during a dispute 
with his neighbors on Blackbird 
Lane, off Campo Seco Road and 
southwest of Sonora city limits, 
and the police department is in-
vestigating.

Scott Mallon, a U.S. Navy, 
Army and Army National Guard 

veteran who has served in law 
enforcement for more than 14 
years, including the past six with 
the Sonora Police Department, 
spoke to The Union Democrat at 
his home on May 23 and said his 
resignation was effective three 
days earlier.

Mallon said, unprompted, that 
he would cooperate with any in-
ternal investigation if necessary.

Sonora Police Chief Turu 

VanderWiel said on May 31 that 
Mallon was neither � red nor was 
he asked to resign in lieu of ter-
mination. He said internal affairs 
investigations are con� dential 
personnel matters that take time, 
and the department was “still in 
the early stages of reviewing the 
facts.”

Early last month, Mallon’s 
neighbors — Bill Morehead and 
his friend who lives on his proper-

ty rent-free, Doug Cross — invit-
ed The Union Democrat to their 
place across the road from Mal-
lon’s to speak about the issues, 
which they and their attorney feel 
constitute misconduct.

They said they’ve been trying 
to get Mallon to stop posting pro-
fanity-laced messages directed at 
Morehead on signs along Black-
bird Lane and to stop allegedly 
tearing up the road they share, 

which is part gravel and part 
paved.

Neighbors’ allegations

On May 5, there was a sign on 
a delivery box below both More-
head’s and Mallon’s properties 
stating: “Please Do Not place 
items for (Morehead’s address). 

See DISPUTE / Page A4

See ELECTION / Page A5

‘You all made it’

Shelly Thorene / Union Democrat

Rosi Martínez, 18, of James-
town enjoys a cupcake after 

Wednesday’s graduation 
ceremony with and her 
2-year old Italian Grey-

hound service dog (above). 
Fourteen seniors, including 

Shayla Bertram(photo right, 
at left) and Beaumont Cook 

(right) line up in preparation 
for the ceremony.

Shelly Thorene / Union Democrat

Tioga High School graduates move their tassels from from 
right to left at the end of the Wednesday’s commence-
ment ceremony (top). Nathan Martinez, 17, of Big Oak Flat 
(above) is all smiles as he holds the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award he received.

See TIOGA / Page A5
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 inside Jeff Bridges stars in the FX espionage-drama series “The Old Man,” premiering Thursday.

‘The Old Man’ gives 
Jeff Bridges his first series
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Includes up to 5 qts. of conventional oil, chassis lube (where applicable) and vehicle inspection. 

Free tire rotation has no cash value. See store for complete details with this coupon. Most Vehicles.  

Not valid with any other offers. An additional oil filter and/or waste recycling fees apply. Additional charges may apply.

WITH COUPON. VALID THROUGH 6/30/22

Get Oil & Filter Change
• FREE 4-Tire Rotation• FREE Brake Inspection

• FREE Check Tire Pressure

Oil Change PLUS $3888

Please call for appointment 532-6969 • 372 W. Stockton St., Sonora

plus tax and disposal
(Synthetic oil slightly more, see adviser)
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Unleash Summer!

A shop for pets & the people who love them

(209) 533-3336 • 14755 Mono Way, Sonora
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Don't Wait to Vaccinate 
If your child is behind on vaccinations,
schedule an appointment with their 
health care provider today. Visit 
cdph.ca.gov and search for 
shotsforschool to access information 
about immunization requirements, 
interactive school look-up tools and 
educational materials for caregivers.

Ad made possible by a grant through the Child Health & 
Disability Prevention Program.

For more information call: (209) 533-7401

26872 061022

Trifilo Garden Center
88 W CA 4 • 209-822-3460
In Murphys Hours: Wednesday through Sunday 9:00am-5:00pm

Take A Summer Break 
• Stroll Through our flower displays;
• Hike Through our forest of Trees;

• Sit on a bench and enjoy the Garden;
• Visit historic Murphys for the food, ice-cream and wine!

26938 061022pu

19211 Cherokee Rd. Tuolumne, CA 95379
(209) 928-4689 • www.coversappleranch.com

Breakfast 8-11am • Lunch 11am-3pm • Open: Tues-Sat • 8am-4pm / Closed: Sun & Mon

• Bakery • Full Sit-down Service Restaurant
• Train Rides • Barn • Playground

Pie of the Month in June: 
Apricot Pie!

 

Now Offering Daily Breakfast & Lunch Specials!!
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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,  
SCIENTIST

69 N Washington St. 
Sonora, CA

69 N WashiWashiW St

~ Services ~

christiansciencesonora.org
(209) 532-4141

Visit our Reading Room
17 S Washington St

Open Tuesday-Saturday
11:00am - 2:00pm

Sundays 10:00am
&  Wednesdays 7:30pm

26950 061022p
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He is a (expletive) neigh-
bor and we hate each other. 
Thank you.”

Also that day, a sign la-
beled as “Bill Morehead’s 
Message Board” had a 
message written in chalk 
stating: “Since the moat 
you created is not ‘road im-
provement’ that makes it 
vandalism. If you leave the 
road waste I’m going to re-
purpose it.”

Photos of the message 
board sign shared by More-
head and Cross showed 
past messages that includ-
ed: “I served my country 
so you could be a (exple-
tive) Bill”; “Do I have to kill 
a goat before you’ll keep 
them away? (Expletive)!!”; 
“Thanks for the hole you 
put in my fence. It’s the gift 
that keeps giving. Merry X-
mas you (expletive)”; and 
“By law I can put a drain-
age ditch any where on this 
road you (expletive)!”

There was also a sign 
next to the road with a skull 
symbol that says, “Doom on 
you,” which Morehead and 
Cross believe is directed at 
Morehead.

Morehead has lived on 
Blackbird Lane for about 
20 years. Cross and his wife 
have lived at Morehead’s 
place for about three years.

Morehead said the prob-
lem between him and Mal-
lon started a few years ago, 
sometime during the sum-
mer after Mallon moved to 
the property adjacent to his 
place. Morehead said their 
properties have a shared 
border about 700 feet long.

Morehead said he called 
Mallon the summer of 2018 
and either spoke to him or 
left a message saying they 
needed to clear culverts 
on a drainage ditch that 
Blackbird Lane crosses 
over via two small bridges.

“I told him I’ll bring the 
chains, you bring your trac-
tor,” Morehead said.

Morehead said Mal-
lon never called back and 
did the road work himself, 
bought a new culvert that 
was smaller than the old 
one, and then told More-
head he owed him for half 
the cost.

Morehead said he ini-
tially agreed to pay Mallon, 
but asked to be contacted 
beforehand about any other 
road improvements in the 
future because he believes 
he can get culverts and oth-
er materials cheaper. 

Morehead added that 
he ultimately decided not 
to pay Mallon anything, so 
Mallon took him to court. 

Tuolumne County Supe-
rior Court records show a 
small claims case in which 
Mallon was seeking $5,000 
from Morehead for “years 
of maintenance and recent 
bridge repair work” from 
August 2017 to 2019 that 
included the “cost of road 
base, hauling, spreading, 
tractor work, road drain-
age, upkeep, recent replace-
ment of culvert pipe.”

The case was dismissed 
in court without prejudice 
Dec. 20, 2019, by Commis-
sioner Philip Pimentel. The 
dismissal was � led Jan. 3, 
2020.

Morehead and Cross 
said after the case was dis-
missed, Mallon allegedly 
began putting up signs, 
including the one labeled 
“Bill Morehead’s Message 
Board.”

Morehead also alleges 
Mallon began intentionally 

damaging the road surface 
of Blackbird Lane, includ-
ing allegedly “doing burn-
outs” on the road with a 
police vehicle.

Cross said he and his 
wife were on Blackbird 
Lane one day and saw Mal-
lon and asked him if there 
was anything that could be 
done to resolve the road sit-
uation. He said Mallon got 
mad and yelled or shouted 
that he was going to con-
tinue damaging the road 
until Morehead paid him 
the money. 

Morehead’s lawyer, 
Adam Stewart, called The 
Union Democrat in early 
May and said they believed 
Mallon’s conduct falls with-
in the mandatory reporting 
requirements of a recent 
law passed as Senate Bill 2, 
which established a system 
in which California peace 
of� cers can have their certi-
� cation revoked for “serious 
misconduct.”

Morehead and Cross said 
they believed Stewart had 
already contacted Vander-
Wiel.

Police chief reacts

The Union Democrat 
contacted VanderWiel via 
email in early May about 

the allegations, shared 
more than 20 photos pro-
vided by Morehead and 
Cross of signs and alleged 
road damage on Blackbird 
Lane, and asked whether 
the police department was 
conducting an investigation 
of Mallon’s alleged conduct.

Mallon was copied in the 
email so that he could re-
spond for himself, and he 
replied on May 8.

“I would like to express 
my views on the neighbor 
dispute,” Mallon said in the 
email response. “I can also 
provide you with a photo of 
every sign I ever posted.” 
He invited The Union Dem-
ocrat to meet him at his 
place at 9 a.m. May 23.

VanderWiel responded 
May 9 and said that he was 
not in a position to com-
ment on a civil dispute be-
tween neighbors, and that 
he did not have any explicit 
knowledge about the situa-
tion.

“Because Mr. Stewart has 
contacted me,” VanderWiel 
said, “I will be looking into 
the situation to understand 
whether or not there is a 
clear connection between 
the off-duty of� cer’s actions 
and that of� cer’s position 
with this agency.”

Mallon tells his side

At 9 a.m. May 23, the 
sign that was previously 
labeled Bill Morehead’s 
Message Board was wiped 
completely clean. It ap-
peared to be an unmarked 
chalkboard. 

Mallon opened a gate 
and said he’d resigned from 
the Sonora Police Depart-
ment effective May 20.

“The sign’s black now,” 
Mallon said. “I took his 
name off it yesterday.”

Mallon spoke freely and 
stated many things about 
himself and his situation 

without waiting for ques-
tions.

“All my professional life 
I’ve been under the uniform 
code of military justice, like 
the penal (code) times ten, 
and police employee poli-
cies,” Mallon said, recount-
ing his military service, 
ambulance work, and law 
enforcement experience. “I 
couldn’t do bad stuff. Now, 
I can do whatever I want.”

Mallon said he and his 
wife have lived on Black-
bird Lane since 2016, and 
he’s done all of the work on 
the road himself. He said he 
initially tried to be a good 
neighbor to Morehead, but 
then Morehead got a dog 
in 2017 or 2018 that would 
come over and “torment my 
dogs and bother my wife.” 

The dog would come to 
the fence dividing Mallon’s 
property from Morehead’s 
property and “bait my 
dogs,” the former police ser-
geant said.

Mallon said he decided 
to go to civil court in 2019 
when a bridge on a drain-
age that feeds into Sullivan 
Creek failed. Morehead 
didn’t want to show up in 
civil court, Mallon said, and 
Mallon was unable to serve 
him with court papers 
compelling him to show in 
court.

“That’s why it was dis-
missed,” Mallon said of his 
civil suit against Morehead. 
“It’s a private road. He’s got 
to pay his half.”

Mallon alleged Morehead 
has a marijuana grow on 
his property that is not le-
gal. Mallon said Morehead 
was selling marijuana and 
someone came and ripped 
Morehead off, and that’s 
when Cross moved in. Mal-
lon contends that Cross and 
his wife are illegal tenants 
of Morehead.

“I never called code en-
forcement on him and I 

don’t intend to,” Mallon 
said. “I never went after 
his livelihood. He went 
after mine by going to an 
attorney. The sign is free-
dom of speech. Who’s going 
to care? Nobody’s going to 
care. I don’t care about the 
money now. I just want an 
apology.”

Mallon said he’s tried 
to be a good neighbor, 
but Morehead has never 
made an effort. Instead, he 
brought the Crosses in and 
started selling weed, Mal-
lon alleged. Mallon said he 
started recognizing proba-
tioners and parolees.

“When I � rst moved in, 
we’d chat on the road,” Mal-
lon said. “Initially, we got 
along � ne. Then they cut a 
hole in the fence — they’ll 
say it fell down — so they 
could drive a side-by-side to 
the ranch land. They drive 
through it a lot. The mail-
box, I was working on it. He 
insulted me, made veiled 
threats. I called one of them 
a (expletive) … It’s ironic. 
They now portray them-
selves as the victims.”

Mallon said he just 
wants to live his life in 
peace now. The real losers 
in the situation, given his 
decision to resign, are the 
people of Sonora who lose 
an experienced cop, he said. 
He resigned a few years 
earlier than he wanted to 
retire. He said he didn’t 
anticipate having to leave 
his job. “That really sucks, 
there are unintended con-
sequences sometimes,” he 
said. “This other guy, he can 
eat a (expletive). At the end 
of the day, it’s not a happy 
ending.”

Mallon said he has an at-
torney now, but he doesn’t 
think he is going to need 
him. He said if he has to go 
to court again, he’s going to 
win.

“They wanted me to suc-
cumb to public opinion as a 
police of� cer,” Mallon said. 
“I don’t think they want 
court. I’m the only one 
who’s been yelled at, been 
threatened. It’s ironic. Now 
I can respond as a civilian.”

Mallon said he’s not sure 
what he will do next. He 
said he might teach at Co-
lumbia College, the police 
academy, or work as a door-
greeter at one of the big-box 
stores.

Mallon showed where 
he said he’s put in drain-
age ditches and other road 
work using his tractor and 
a dump trailer. He estimat-
ed that he’s spent between 
$3,000 and $5,000 over 
the past � ve years, which 
he said Morehead’s “on the 
hook for at least half of it.” 
He said he stopped doing 
road maintenance about 
the time he � led the 2019 
civil suit against Morehead.

“You have a 50-50 shot 
at getting a good neighbor,” 
Mallon said. “Most of the 
signs are directed at the 
meth heads that used to 
come out here.”

Mallon summed up his 
experience by saying that, 
in a way, it’s a microcosm of 
society and cops being vili-
� ed.

“That’s what happened 
to me here,” he said. “That’s 
what they tried to do to me. 
But I’m not bitter. I’m not 
ill-willed. I don’t have ill 
will. I told the chief I’ll co-
operate with any internal 
investigation they want to 
do, even after my resigna-
tion, if they do one.”

Cross said he and More-
head grew some marijuana 
plants last year, but there 
was nothing illegal about 
it, and neither of them re-
ferred to their plants as a 
grow. He added that More-
head never sold marijuana, 
and neither of them had 
anything to do with any 
hole in a fence.

“We have a gate on our 
property that goes to the 
adjoining ranch,” Cross 
said. “We never cut a hole 
in any fence.”

DISPUTE
Continued from Page A1
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Scott Mallon (above), who has served in law en-
forcement for more than 14 years, recently resigned 
from the Sonora Police Department in the midst of 
an ongoing dispute with his neighbor, Bill Morehead 
(above left photo, at left). Morehead is pictured with 
friend Doug Cross, who also lives on the property. A 
sign outside Mallon’s fence on May 5 was directed 
at Morehead (left).  The sign was wiped clean and 
appeared to be a bare black chalkboard on May 23, 
three days after Mallon resigned.

See DISPUTE / Page A5



Para obtener más información sobre cómo este cambio podría afectar su pago mensual, llame al  
1-800-660-6789 • 詳情請致電  1-800-893-9555

NOTICE OF PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY’S 
REQUEST TO DECREASE RATES FOR ITS 2023 ERRA 
FORECAST APPLICATION (A.22-05-029)
ACRONYMS YOU NEED TO KNOW
PG&E: Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
CPUC: California Public Utilities Commission

WHY AM I RECEIVING THIS NOTICE?
On May 31, 2022, PG&E filed its Energy Resource Recovery Account (ERRA) Forecast application with the 
CPUC requesting approval to change rates for the following:

•  Recovery of $1.95 billion in costs related to fuel needed to produce electricity as well as buying energy from 
third parties to serve bundled customer loads that are included in ERRA

•  Setting certain charges for bundled and departing load customers for the recovery of costs of PG&E’s 
portfolio that are included in the Power Charge Indifference Adjustment (PCIA), Ongoing Competition 
Transition Charge (CTC), Cost Allocation Mechanism (CAM), and Public Purpose Program (PPP) rate

Certain costs included in this application are associated with renewable resources to further the state’s 
energy policy goals.

In addition, as part of this application, PG&E customers will also receive the California Climate Credit. The 
credit will be applied twice a year in April 2023 and October 2023 for residential and small business electric 
customers and once a year in April 2023 for residential gas customers.

WHY IS PG&E REQUESTING THIS RATE CHANGE?
The ERRA Forecast proceeding is the regulatory process to forecast fuel and purchased power costs which 
can be recovered in customer rates. While this may result in a change in rates, PG&E recovers these costs 
with no mark up for return or profit.

If the CPUC approves this application, PG&E will recover its costs in electric rates effective January 1, 2023.

PG&E will update its 2023 rate proposal later in the year to reflect updated market conditions. Market prices 
may be higher or lower than at the time the application was filed, which may result in higher or lower rates 
and bill impacts than those initially presented.

In addition, at the end of the year, PG&E will compare actual costs to the revenues forecasted in this 
application and will apply any differences towards next year’s application.

HOW COULD THIS AFFECT MY MONTHLY ELECTRIC RATES?
Many customers receive bundled electric service from PG&E, meaning they receive electric generation, 
transmission and distribution services. 

The bill for a typical residential customer using 500 kWh per month would decrease from $165.35 to 
$154.63 or 6.5%.

Direct Access (DA) and Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) customers receive electric transmission and 
distribution services and select commission-ordered services from PG&E. On average, rates for services 
provided by PG&E to these customers would decrease 3.6% if this application is approved. DA providers and 
CCAs set their own generation rates. Check with your DA provider or CCA to learn how this would impact 
your overall bill.

Another category of nonbundled customers is other Departing Load. These customers do not receive electric 
generation, transmission or distribution services from PG&E. However, these customers are required to pay 
certain charges by law or CPUC decision. On average, existing Departing Load customers would see a rate 
decrease of 4.7%.

Actual impacts will vary depending on usage and are subject to CPUC regulatory approval.

HOW DOES THE REST OF THIS PROCESS WORK? 
This application will be assigned to a CPUC Administrative Law Judge who will consider proposals and 
evidence presented during the formal hearing process. The Administrative Law Judge will issue a proposed 
decision that may adopt PG&E’s application, modify it or deny it. Any CPUC Commissioner may sponsor an 
alternate decision with a different outcome. The proposed decision, and any alternate decisions, will be 
discussed and voted upon by the CPUC Commissioners at a public CPUC Voting Meeting.

Parties to the proceeding may review PG&E’s application, including the Public Advocates Office. The Public 
Advocates Office is an independent consumer advocate within the CPUC that represents customers to obtain 
the lowest possible rate for service consistent with reliable and safe service levels. For more information about 
the Public Advocates Office, please call 1-415-703-1584, email: PublicAdvocatesOffice@cpuc.ca.gov  
or visit PublicAdvocates.cpuc.ca.gov.

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION?
CONTACT PG&E
If you have questions about PG&E’s filing, please contact PG&E at 1-800-743-5000.  
For TTY, call 1-800-652-4712.

If you would like an electronic copy of the filing and exhibits, please write to the address below: 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
2023 ERRA Forecast Application (A.22-05-029) 
P.O. Box 7442 
San Francisco, CA 94120

CONTACT CPUC
Please visit apps.cpuc.ca.gov/c/A2205029 to submit a comment about this proceeding on the CPUC 
Docket Card. Here you can also view documents and other public comments related to this proceeding. Your 
participation by providing your thoughts on PG&E’s request can help the CPUC make an informed decision.

If you have questions about CPUC processes, you may contact the CPUC’s Public Advisor’s Office at: 
Email:  Public.Advisor@cpuc.ca.gov 
Mail:  CPUC 
 Public Advisor’s Office 
 505 Van Ness Avenue 
 San Francisco, CA 94102 
Call:  1-866-849-8390 (toll-free) or 1-415-703-2074

Please reference 2023 ERRA Forecast Application A.22-05-029 in any communications you have with the 
CPUC regarding this matter.

26
92

5 
06

10
22

Underneath the huge American �ag!

588-8080 • 14301 Mono Way
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were provided through the 
Tuolumne County Associa-
tion of California School 
Administrators (TCACSA) 
and Big Oak Flat Teacher’s 
Association.

During the ceremony, 
Tioga High School senior 
Nathan Martinez was hon-
ored with the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award, 
which is an AmeriCorps-
sponsored award presented 
to individuals whose 
service “positively impacts 
communities in every 
corner of the nation and 
inspires those around them 
to take action too,” accord-
ing to the award website.

Martinez is the first 
student in school history 
to receive the award, Tioga 
High School Registrar Re-
becca Dotson said. He was 
nominated for the award by 
administrators at Tenaya 
Elementary School due to 
his service helping mentor 
a third-grader at the school 
who didn’t speak English. 

“He came to Tenaya 
without learning how to 
speak English. Since I’m a 
Spanish speaker, I trans-
lated him and I helped him 
out through his schooling,” 
Martinez said. “Helping 
out at Tenaya, looking back 
for the kids, [it] was really 
good.”

The President’s Volun-
teer Service award was 
presented to Martinez by 
Christopher Elliot, a two-
time former recipient of the 
award who serves on the 
National PTA Legislative 
Committee.

“Giving one’s time can be 
a challenging thing to do in 
today’s world. We all seem 
too busy, pulled in many 
different directions with 
family, school, friends and 
our own lives,” Elliot said. 
“Add the uncertainty of the 
pandemic these last two 
years on top of all of that 
and thinking of giving your 
own time to help others 
may fall far on the to-do 
list. Luckily for many who 
knew him, it stayed at the 
top of his list.”

For Martinez, the feeling 
of duty to help mentor 
the youth was never in 
doubt because he knows 
all too well the struggle of 
language barriers.

“I remember when I 
went to Tenaya and I was 
the only Spanish speaker 
in the area, it was very 
difficult for me to make 
friends because a lot of kids 
looked at me different, in a 
way,” Martinez said. “I put 
myself in his shoes, and 
I remember being there 
when I was young, people 
not understanding me, 
so just being there, being 
a friend for him — that’s 
what I was looking for.”

Martinez’ mentorship 
had a profound effect on 
the young student, accord-
ing to Elliot.

“To see the smile on this 
kid’s face when he walks 
onto campus makes this 
the perfect award,” Elliot 
said.

While proud of his 
service, Martinez said the 
award came as a total sur-
prise to him, having been 
kept a secret by Tenaya 
and Tioga administra-
tors until the graduation 
ceremony. 

“It was just a rush, the 
excitement in my body. I 
was happy to hear [it].”

In addition to helping 
mentor the boy at Tenaya 
Elementary School, Mar-
tinez, one of six players on 
Tioga’s varsity basketball 
team, volunteered his free 
time to coach the Teyana El-
ementary basketball team. 

Martinez will attend 
Merced College this fall 
and plans to earn his 
license to become a real 
estate agent. But for Marti-
nez, uplifting those around 
him won’t stop once he 
leaves Tioga — it’s a value 
he plans to carry through 
the rest of his life.

“Just helping out the 
community,” Martinez said. 
“You’ve got to remember 
where you came from.”

Contact Dominic 
Massimino at 
dmassimino@
uniondemocrat.com or 
(209) 588-4526.

Cross also said he and 
his wife are not illegal ten-
ants. They say they moved 
to Morehead’s property 
three years ago after a fire 
damaged their rented home 
in Sheep Ranch.

“We don’t pay rent,” Cross 
said. “We are not tenants. 
We are living with him.”

As of late last week, 
Cross said, it’s been quiet 
over on Blackbird Lane.

“I think we’ll leave it 
at that,” he said, “until he 
decides to do something. 
We have never threatened 
him. We just want this to go 
away.”

The Sonora Police De-
partment website has a 
page devoted to adminis-
trative personnel and Mal-
lon’s photo and brief biog-
raphy were still posted on 
that page as of Thursday.

On May 12 at 7:45 a.m., 
Sonora Police staff posted 
to the department’s Face-
book page “The Police De-
partment is seeking ap-
plicants for the position 

of Police Sergeant.”
For more information, 

call the department at (209) 
532-8141, City of Sonora 
Human Resources at (209) 
588-8946, or visit the city’s 
employment page at www.
sonoraca.com.

Contact Guy 
McCarthy at gmccarthy@
uniondemocrat.net or (209) 
770-0405. Follow him on 
Twitter at @GuyMcCarthy.
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Cruz moved into second place with 
469 votes, or about 27%. Bryant was 
28 votes behind Cruz with 441 votes, 
or 25%, while Darren Duez remained 
in last place with 328 votes, or about 
19%.

The first results released on 
election night showed Cruz in sec-
ond place by only one vote ahead 
Bryant, who jumped ahead of her 
by five votes in the second and fi-
nal results released Tuesday.

Cruz said on Thursday that she 
was vacationing in New Mexico 
with her family and referred ques-
tions to her campaign manager, 
Tom Crosby, vice president of the 
Tuolumne County Republican 

Central Committee.
“It’s not over ‘til it’s over,” Crosby 

said Thursday afternoon in a phone 
interview. “We have 100 percent of 
the precincts in, but I’m just off the 
phone with Debi Bautista and she 
says we still have 2,000 mail-in bal-
lots that have yet to be counted. A 
small percentage of those are going 
to be city votes. The trend is very 
favorable for Suzanne, and we’re 
looking forward to seeing the final 
results, probably early next week.”

Merrill and Bryant could not im-
mediately be reached for comment.

The new results did not af-
fect the outcome of the District 2 
county supervisor race between 
incumbent Ryan Campbell and 
challenger David Titchenal, with 
Campbell winning his first bid for 
reelection handily.

Campbell was ahead of Titchenal 
by 19 percentage points in the re-
sults released on Thursday, which 
was down from 26 points at the end 
of election night.

In Calaveras County, Martin Hu-
berty was poised to replace outgoing 
District 3 County Supervisor Merita 
Callaway with a 13-percentage-point 
lead over opponent for the seat Lisa 
Muetterties.

Lehua Mossa also defeated Jenni-
fer Barr in a landslide victory for a 
four-year term as the county’s trea-
surer-tax collector.

Guy McCarthy contributed to this 
report.

Contact Alex MacLean at 
amaclean@uniondemocrat.com or 
(209) 588-4541.

shelly thorene / Union Democrat

Salutatorian Alaina Ahrens speaks to graduates, 
friends, family and faculty at Wednesday’s com-
mencement ceremony.
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In red California, anti-mask recall effort fizzles, 
and candidate harassed by election deniers wins
By Hailey  
Branson-Potts
Los Angeles Times

        
She was an Asian 

American candidate in a 
predominantly white ru-
ral county who was called 
“a carpetbagger” in elec-
tion mailers from her de-
tractors.

She was harassed by 
2020 election deniers. And 
she had to get a restrain-
ing order after anti-mask-
ers forced their way into 
her workplace.

And on Election Night, 
Natalie Adona won her 
race for Nevada County 
clerk-recorder and regis-
trar of voters in a land-
slide. She had won 70% of 
the vote as of Thursday.

“It’s a relief because I 
felt like I was put through 
the ringer,” Adona said.

Like a growing number 
of small, local races, the 
unusually vicious elec-
tion in this Sierra Ne-
vada county was beset 
by all the ills of today’s 
American politics: con-
spiracy theories, elec-
tion denial, bitter par-
tisanship and rage over 
COVID-19 pandemic 
policies.

Since former Presi-
dent Donald Trump lost 
the 2020 election and 
claimed, falsely, that it 
was stolen from him, lo-
cal election offices have 
become the front lines for 
the rabid distrust in the 
voting process that he fo-
mented. Election workers 
across the country have 
faced such a constant 
barrage of harassment 
and threats that they are 
quitting in droves across 
the country.

Adona said that in 
her new role as head 
of local elections, she 
will have to work hard 
to fight the kind of mis-
information and sus-
picion that fueled the 
vitriol she faced. She is 
currently the assistant 
county clerk-recorder 
and will replace her 
boss, Gregory Diaz, 
who is retiring.

Adona ran against Paul 
Gilbert, a self-described 
“citizen auditor” who said 
he personally inspected 
local 2020 election results 
and voting rolls. He said 
he found outdated voter 
rolls that included dead 
people, and evidence of 
fraud — claims the coun-
ty refutes.

Gilbert told the Los 
Angeles Times that he 
doubted the results of the 
2020 presidential election 
because Trump had big-
ger campaign rallies than 
President Joe Biden, and 
that he believed election 
officials should be allowed 
to crack open and inspect 
voting machines because 
they could have cellphone 
modems hidden inside 
that collect information 
for nefarious actors.

Gilbert had 8% of the 
vote, as of Thursday.

Jason Tedder, a Navy 

veteran endorsed by the 
local GOP, got 22% of the 
vote. He did not respond 
to requests for comment.

He too publicly ques-
tioned the integrity of lo-
cal elections processes.

On his website, Ted-
der said that if elected, 
he would have required 
two workers and a sher-
iff ’s deputy to be present 
every time ballots were 
collected at drop-off lo-
cations. Ballots, he said, 
would be placed in the 
deputy’s vehicle to be 
taken to the elections of-
fice, and they would be 
“tracked in real time us-
ing the GPS already in-
stalled on the patrol car,” 
which was to be followed 
by poll workers.

Despite complaints 
about “election integrity” 
and a lack of transpar-
ency from Adona’s oppo-
nents, Tuesday night was 

quiet at the elections of-
fice. Adona said she saw 
one citizen observer that 
evening.

A Los Angeles Times 
reporter checked the You-
Tube livestream of four 
cameras in the county 
elections office numer-
ous times during election 
night and was the only 
person watching.

Nevada County Super-
visor Heidi Hall said the 
results this week showed 
that local voters are fed 
up with conspiratorial, 
anti-government politics.

“I’m grateful people 
saw the urgency and 
turned out to vote,” Hall 
said. “It speaks to this 
community as a solid, ra-
tional, educated county.

“We have a small, an-
gry group of extremists. 
... The majority isn’t in-
terested in these extreme 
ideas or politics.”


